BARNARD CASTLE SCHOOL

SENIOR SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER

Friday 5" July 2024
Dear Barney Parents and Guardians,

If there is ever a better way to conclude an entire academic year with a whole School Sports Day,
I have yet to find it, and it would have to be quite astounding if it were to rival what we have wit-
nessed today.

Over 700 students, hundreds of parents, supporters and staff, all willing their children and respec-
tive Houses on, but within an overall spirit of camaraderie and community. It is a microcosm of all
things Barney, with a wonderful combination of healthy competition mixed with grace in victory
and magnanimity in defeat.

At the end of my journey, I repeat my thanks to you from my speech earlier today, for your unwa-
vering support of me and our School throughout my time at Barney. I include a copy of my speech
below for those who were unable to attend today, in which I express my gratitude and appreciation
for you and your commitment to Barney. It helps makes this place very special and unique and is
another reason why I want so desperately for my children to remain as Barnardians.

Have a great summer, continue to embrace and support our magnificent School, and I look for-
ward to seeing many of you on the other side when the time comes.

For now, as Old Barnardian Camilla Royle wrote at the end of her poem ‘Barnardian’ prior to her
departure last year, and which has been read out in Year Group Assemblies this week, “it’s been an
absolute blast.”

Yours,
Tony













GENERAL ELECTION 2024

What could be more fitting than using the final HeadSpace sessions of the year for a
mock election, the day before the country goes to the polls?

Five brave Year 12 Politics students, Charlie, Harrison, Alexandru, Anna-Charlotte,
and Archie combed election manifestos to prepare speeches and present the policies
of the five main parties in England. This was especially impressive for two of that
number, who were presenting in a second language.

Each year group listened to what the candidates had to say and were encouraged

to think critically about each party’s policies, and what vision for society each party
offered.

Voting was done by secret ballot, using a ballot box that was made in 1928 - a sig-
nificant year, as this was the year in which both men and women could first vote on
equal terms.

Our mock election was won by the Conservative Party, the results are displayed in
Central Hall. Though the results are of interest, it is the deepening of students’ po-
litical understanding and knowledge that is the most important part of the process,
and Mrs. Campbell has been delighted with the number of students who have since
spoken to her or messaged her about all things political. Keep up that curiosity
about the world around you.







DURHAM
SCHOOLS’ BIG
BOOK BASH

A team of four (Jenson, Iso-
bel, Evelyn and George) rep-
resented the School at the
Durham Schools’ Big Book
Bash on Tuesday.

The event was opened by the
Lisette Auton, author of one
of the books they had read
who also ran a writing work-
shop as part of the carousel of
activities and awarded prizes.

HOWZAT!

On Thursday, we were proud to host the ECB level 1 Umpire Course that featured
23 of our girls from Barney. This achievement highlights their dedication in the
game, as the game continues to grow for girls and women’s cricket.

This marks a significant step in their cricket journey. Congratulations to our aspir-

ing umpires!




PRIZE WINNING
ESSAY

Isabel from Year 10 has won
the Teesdale Rotary Essay
prize.

Colin Dunningham (pictured)
from the Teesdale Rotary
Society visited School to
present her prize.

Isabel’s essay will be pub-
lished in the Mercury and on
the Durham Wildlife Trust

website.

CHOIR IN HARMONY AT YORK MINSTER

The School’s Chapel Choir travelled to York Minster to sing the service of Choral
Evensong. The choir sang a diverse selection of music by Joanna Forbes L’Estrange,
Sarah MacDonald and Jacob Ewens, including the Chapel Choir favourite, ‘O God
what offering shall I give’. It was wonderful to welcome Archie, who starts in the
Barney Sixth Form next year, to accompany the choir on the grand organ in the
Minster.




2024-25
Term Dates

Michaelmas Term 2024

Wednesday 4" September
Senior School New Pupils' Induction Day

Thursday 5% September

Term begins

(Boarders return 4™ September 16:00-20:00)

28t - 29t September
Exeat Weekend

Thursday 17" October
Half Term begins

Wednesday 30™" October
Second Half begins
(Boarders return 29™ October 16:00-20:00)

23" - 24 November
Exeat Weekend

Friday 13" December

Lent Term 2025

Wednesday 8" January
Term begins
(Boarders return 7" January 16:00-20:00)

25t - 26" January
Exeat Weekend

Friday 14" February
Half Term begins

Monday 24" February
Second Half begins
(Boarders return 23 February 16:00-20:00)

Friday 28" March
Term ends

Trinity Term 2025

Wednesday 23" April
Term begins
(Boarders return 22" April 16:00-20:00)

3", 4" & 5" May
Exeat including May Day

Friday 23"*May
Half Term begins

Monday 2" June
Second Half begins
(Boarders return 1%t June 16:00-20:00)

Saturday 5™ July
Term ends
(Prep School term ends 4% July 16:00)
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